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Abstract

Drama activities can be used as a tool for the acquisition of perspective-taking skills which help individuals

build positive social relationships with others in the society.Asdrama activities give a child an opportunity for

role playing and taking on different roles, they enable the child to develop a more mature skill, a shift from self-

centered ideas towards understanding others’ perspectives.The aim of the present study was to investigate the

effect of perceptual, emotional, and cognitive-based creative drama education program on perspective-taking

skills of preschool children at the age of 5. In this regard, perceptual, emotional, and cognitive-based creative

drama education program consisting of 16 sessions was planned and appliedto these children. The study was

carried out by using a pretest-posttest experimental design. The study group was composed of 28 children

attending two different preschools (14 in the experimental group and 14 in the control group). Perceptual, emo-

tional, and cognitive-based creative drama education program was applied to experimental group two times

a week for a period of eight weeks. In this study, children’s perspective-taking skills were determined by the

“Perspective-Taking Test” that was developed by Kurdek and Rodgon (1975) and adapted to Turkish by Şener

(1996). The effect of creative drama education program on children’s perspectives was interpreted byconsid-

ering different variables, such as gender, duration of preschool attendance, etc. The present research study

revealed that the perceptual, emotional, and cognitive-based creative drama education program had an effect

on children’s perspective-taking skills.

Key words: creative drama, perspective taking skills, early childhood, preschool education
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The ‘childhood’ concept is perceived differently in every society and this perception can change over time. Al-

though it is difficult to make a universal definition, childhood can be defined as a stage that requires a safe

environment for playing games and growing up before adulthood. There are a lot of studies conducted on the

perception of childhood. However, there are no studies evaluating the ‘childhood’ concept from children’s point

of view. This study aims to investigate the perceptions of children towards “being a child” through metaphors

and drawings. In this study, the phenomenology design of qualitative research method was utilized. The con-

venience sampling method was used to determine the participants for this study who were composed of 47

preschool (5- and 6- year old) children and 50 primary school (8- and 9- year old) children. In order to collect

data, a form was used in which the children were asked to complete the following statements; “Being achild

is like ………… Because ……………”, similarly the participants were asked to reflect their ideas through drawing.

In the analysis and interpretation of the data, the content analysis method was used. The metaphors elicited

from children were classified into categories based on their common features. In this respect, “playing games,

juniority/eldership and adult manipulation” were most frequent ones among the categories of preschool chil-

dren’s metaphors towards being a child. On the other hand, “being active, being free, and being beautiful” were

most frequent categories of primary school children. It has been identified that children at the preschool pe-

riod made physical references more frequently in their metaphors about being a child, while primary school

children used psychological references more frequently. The results of the study are in parallel with the devel-

opmental tasks of the children’s development period.

Keywords: being a child, metaphor, drawing, qualitative research
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