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Purpuricenus wachanrui Levrat, 1858 is extremely variable species in many 
known populations in its distribution area. This situation has naturally led to 
some inaccurate taxonomic descriptions to date. Therefore, I believe that this 
species and its allied taxa identified to date need a taxonomic evaluation.  

This species has SW-Asiatic and E-Mediterranean chorotypes and so is 
distributed in Azerbaijan, Cyprus, Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey. It is currently 
accepted that includes two subspecies as the nominate subspecies known from 
Azerbaijan (Nakhichevan Republic), Cyprus, Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey, and 
SW-Asiatic (Irano-Anatolian) subspecies Purpuricenus wachanrui schönfeldti 
Heyden, 1890 known only from Iran and Turkey. 

Purpuricenus wachanrui was described by Levrat (1858: 261) from Turquie 
(=Turkey) without more data on its type locality. It has been reported from 
Turkey in Adana, Adıyaman, Bingöl, Bitlis, Çankırı, Diyarbakır, Elazığ, Konya, 
Malatya, Muş, Tunceli, and Van provinces until now (Özdikmen, 2021, 2024, 
2025, 2026b,c) (Fig. 1). 
 

 
Figure 1. Known regional and provincial distribution patterns of Purpuricenus wachanrui 
wachanrui Levrat, 1858. 
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Outside of Turkey, so far the nominate subspecies has been reported by 
various authors from Iran in mostly Northern and Western provinces as Alborz, 
Ardabil, Chahar Mahaal & Bakhtiari, Hamadan, Isfahan, Kermanshah, Kordestan, 
Lorestan, Qazvin provinces; Nehram village in S Babek district in SW 
Nakhichevan Republic of Azerbaijan; Penjwen district in E Sulaymaniyah 
province of NE Iraq and Revandiz district in NE Arbil province of NE Iraq; Aleppo 
province in NW Syria; and Cyprus (Figs. 2a,b,c) (Danilevsky & Hodek, 2024; 
Tavakilian, 2026). 

 

 
                                                                    (a) 
 

 
                                    (b)                                                             (c) 
Figure 2. Provinces of (a) Iran, (b) Iraq, (c) Syria. 
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Purpuricenus nanus was described by Semenov (1907: 254) from Molla Ali 
River in Gilan province of Northern Iran on the base of smaller body length (7.4-
11 mm) and much shorter antennae in males (reaching last elytral fifth). This 
taxon has been known only from type locality in Gilan province up to now. Also, 
about the population of the nominate subspecies in Ardabil province of Iran, 
Danilevsky & Hodek (2024) stated that “small specimens of this population are 
very similar to the type specimens of P. nanus, but antennae a little longer and 
always 12-segmented in males and in females, 12th segments in small specimens 
are considerably reduced, especially in females; antennal length in males is 
rather variable; antennae of the biggest male are about two times longer than 
body, but usually in middle size males and in small males - about 1.5 times 
longer than body, but sometimes - about as long as body”. Thus, Purpuricenus 
nanus Semenov, 1907 was synonymized with the nominate subspecies by 
Danilevsky & Hodek (2024). I agree with the opinion of Danilevsky & Hodek 
(2024). However, this taxon is still given by Danilevsky (2026) as a separate 
species. 

Also, Purpuricenus wachanrui anatolicus was newly described by Vartanis 
(2026: 29) from Nemrut Mountain in Adıyaman province of Turkey on the base of 
shorter antennae in males chiefly. Population of Purpuricenus wachanrui 
wachanrui Levrat, 1858 from Adıyaman province, Nemrut Mountain that also is 
the type locality of Purpuricenus wachanrui anatolicus Vartanis, 2026, was 
evaluated by Danilevsky & Hodek (2024) with known populations in Muş, Bingöl 
and Hakkari provinces in Turkey. Danilevsky & Hodek (2024) stated that “male 
antennae 12- segmented with well-developed 12th segment, considerably longer 
than body (surpassing elytral apices by 5 segments) or hardly reaching elytral 
apex”. As seen above, this information is the same with that of Vartanis (2026) 
(“antennae in males shorter and their length exceeds end of elytron by only 2 
antennomeres”). Moreover, Danilevsky (2026) also stated that “a population of P. 
wachanui from Nemrut Dagi is extremely variable in all important characters 
(as well as other populations of the species). For example, male antennae can be 
about as long as body or much longer”. Therefore, Purpuricenus wachanrui 
anatolicus Vartanis, 2026 should be accepted as a synonym of Purpuricenus 
wachanrui wachanrui Levrat, 1858. 

On the other side, Purpuricenus robusticollis was originally described by Pic 
(1905: 9) from Perse (=Iran) as a separate species and it was accepted as a 
separate species by subsequent authors. Recently, it was downgraded to 
subspecies level by Danilevsky & Hodek (2024) as Purpuricenus wachanrui 
robusticollis Pic, 1905. Then, Purpuricenus wachanrui robusticollis Pic, 1905 was 
recently restored by Lazarev & Ambrus (2025) as Purpuricenus wachanrui 
schönfeldti Heyden, 1890 on the base of Purpuricenus wachanrui var. schönfeldti 
Heyden, 1890: 79 that originally described from Sultanabad in Khorasan province 
of Iran (but most probably - Zagros Mountains according to Danilevsky & Hodek, 
2024) according to priority rule.  

The SW-Asiatic second subspecies of the species Purpuricenus wachanrui 
Levrat, 1858, Purpuricenus wachanrui schönfeldti Heyden, 1890, has been 
reported from Turkey only in Hakari province until now (Özdikmen, 2021, 2024, 
2025, 2026a,b,c) (Fig. 3). 
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Figure 3. Known regional and provincial distribution pattern of Purpuricenus wachanrui 
schönfeldti Heyden, 1890. 

 
Outside of Turkey, so far the second subspecies Purpuricenus wachanrui 

schönfeldti Heyden, 1890 has been reported by various authors from Iran in 
Western or Central-Western provinces as Chahar Mahaal & Bakhtiari, Fars, 
Isfahan, Hamadan, ?Khorasan, Kohgiluyeh & Boyer-Ahmad, and Lorestan 
provinces (Danilevsky & Hodek, 2024; Tavakilian, 2026) (Fig. 2a). 

Purpuricenus persicus was recently described by Vartanis (2023: 1803) from 
Zagros Mountains, Dorud in Lorestan province and Kohgiluyeh & Boyer-Ahmad 
province of Iran on the base of smaller body length (14-15 mm) and shorter 
antennae (maximum 2 antennomeres exceeding body length). Then, 
Purpuricenus persicus Vartanis, 2023 was recently synonymized rightly with  
Purpuricenus wachanrui robusticollis Pic, 1905 or Purpuricenus wachanrui 
schönfeldti Heyden, 1890 by Danilevsky & Hodek (2024). Since the 
characteristics of Purpuricenus persicus Vartanis, 2023 are within the variation 
limits of Purpuricenus wachanrui schönfeldti Heyden, 1890. I agree with the 
opinion of Danilevsky & Hodek (2024). However, this taxon is still given by 
Danilevsky (2026) as a separate species. 

As a result, a new taxonomic arrangement of Purpuricenus wachanrui Levrat, 
1858 can be presented as below. 
 
wachanrui wachanrui Levrat, 1858: 261                           A: AB CY IN IQ SY TR  

bilunatus Schaufuss, 1871: 210                                                     (as Purpuricenus bilunatus) 
haussknechti Witte, 1872: 207                                               (as Purpuricenus haussknechti) 
aleppensis Witte, 1872: 208                       (as Purpuricenus haussknechti var. aleppensis) 
nanus Semenov, 1907: 254                                                                  (as Purpuricenus nanus) 
quadrinotatus Pic, 1912a: 35                  (as Purpuricenus schönfeldti var. quadrinotatus) 
atricolor Pic, 1912b: 4                                         (as Purpuricenus schönfeldti var. atricolor) 
diversipennis Pic, 1915: 6                           (as Purpuricenus aleppensis var. diversipennis) 
notatithorax Pic, 1919: 22                                    (as Purpuricenus nanus var. notatithorax) 
mesopotamicus Al-Ali & Ismail, 1987: 536, 543            (as Purpuricenus mesopotamicus) 
anatolicus Vartanis, 2026: 29                                (as Purpuricenus wachanrui anatolicus) 

 
wachanrui schoenfeldti Heyden, 1890: 79                                                A: IN TR 

robusticollis Pic, 1905: 9                                                           (as Purpuricenus robusticollis) 
persicus Vartanis, 2023: 1803                                                         (as Purpuricenus persicus) 
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