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Aim:
In the study;it is aimed to determine the knowledge,attitu-
des,behaviors and educational needs of pediatric dentists about
oral health literacy(OHL).
Methods:
The study was carried out with 100 pediatric dentists across
Turkey between 20/06/2021-20/07/2021 on the online
platform.In the questionnaire form;there are 14 descriptive,25
approaches to OHL in a 5-point Likert format and 8 questions
about communication barriers in individuals with insufficient
OHL.
Results:
The mean age of the participants was 34.4�7.9
years.92.0%(n = 92) of the participants did not receive OHL
training.63%(n = 63) of the participants stated that it is
necessary to carry out studies to improve OHL and to develop
programs.The mean OHL approach scores of the participants
were 3.81�0.61;the mean score of evaluating communication
barriers in individuals with insufficient OHL level was
4.06�0.62.60%(n = 54) of the participants think that the
health information in the media is very effective in misleading
patients.As the age of the participants increased,the OHL
approach score increased(r = 0.204;p = 0.042).As the number
of daily outpatient clinics of the individuals participating in the
research increases,the evaluation scores of communication
barriers decrease(r = -0.304;p = 0.004).Among the partici-
pants,those who work in private institutions,those who know
their rights while providing oral health services and those who
are satisfied with the profession have higher scores for
evaluating the OHL approach,the difference is statistically
significant(p < 0.05).
Conclusions:
As a result,positive benefits will be provided to the professional
satisfaction of pediatric dentists and the quality of oral health
services with in-service trainings to be organized before and
after graduation on the evaluation of communication barriers
in individuals with inadequate OHL approach and level.
Key messages:
� Oral health literacy is a new concept and is becoming

increasingly important in dentistry.
� The importance of oral health literacy in pediatric dentistry

is that both children and parents are affected.
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Background:
The adjuvanted recombinant zoster vaccine (RZV), first
approved in 2017, has high, long-lasting efficacy against
herpes zoster (HZ) and a clinically acceptable safety profile. In
addition to the prevention of HZ in adults aged �50 years, the
non-live RZV can be used from age 18 years in individuals
with immunocompromised (IC) conditions. We reviewed the
evolving landscape of national recommendations for RZV use.
Methods:
National health authority and vaccination committee websites
of countries where RZV is approved were searched in March
2022.
Results:
Of 41 countries where RZV is licensed, 14 (Australia, Austria,
Canada, Czech Republic, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Switzerland, UK, US)
provide national recommendations related to RZV; the
majority are preferential to RZV or only recommend RZV.
Overall, seven and seven countries recommend immunisation
from age 50 years or 60/65 years, respectively. Of the seven
countries that recommend immunisation from age 60/65
years, five recommend immunisation in individuals from age
50 years with comorbidities/IC conditions. Five countries
recommend immunisation from age 18/19 years in individuals
at increased risk of HZ due to immunosuppressive disease/
treatment. In addition, six national recommendations refer to
RZV safety and nine address prior HZ vaccination and/or
infection. All recommendations outlined the RZV administra-
tion schedule.
Conclusions:
Although national recommendations can inform decision
making in clinical practice, RZV recommendations are not
available in all licensed countries. The recommendations
highlight a trend in favour of the use of RZV for the prevention
of HZ in older individuals and those with IC conditions.
Main messages: An increasing number of countries are providing
recommendations for the use of RZV for the prevention of HZ in
older individuals and those with IC conditions.
Key messages:
� An increasing number of countries are providing recom-

mendations for the use of RZV for the prevention of HZ in
older individuals.

� An increasing number of countries are providing recom-
mendations for the use of RZV for the prevention of HZ in
IC conditions.
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Background:
The COVID-19 pandemic highlighted the stark health
inequities affecting minority ethnic populations in Europe.
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